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(3) congratulates Suzanne Yoculan for a 

spectacular career as the University of Geor-
gia’s gymnastics coach. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 120—CON-
GRATULATING THE TRINITY 
COLLEGE BANTAMS FOR THEIR 
11TH-STRAIGHT COLLEGE 
SQUASH ASSOCIATION MEN’S 
TEAM CHAMPIONSHIP 

Mr. LIEBERMAN (for himself and 
Mr. DODD) submitted the following res-
olution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 120 

Whereas, on February 23, 2009, the Trinity 
College Bantams defeated the Princeton Uni-
versity Tigers, 5 games to 4, in the final 
match of the College Squash Association 
Men’s Team Championship tournament; 

Whereas the Bantams have won 11 national 
championships in a row; 

Whereas the Bantams have won 202 
straight matches, the longest winning streak 
in collegiate sports history; 

Whereas junior Baset Chaudry, down 5-0 in 
the final game with the match tied 4-4, ral-
lied to score 9 straight points and clinch the 
title for the Bantams; 

Whereas seniors Gustav Detter and Manek 
Mathur, junior Baset Chaudry, sophomore 
Parth Sharma, and freshman Vikram 
Malholtra were named to the College Squash 
Association All-America First Team, and 
sophomores Randy Lim and Andre Vargas 
were named to the Second Team; 

Whereas, on March 1, 2009, junior Baset 
Chaudry won the College Squash Associa-
tion’s Men’s Individual Championship; 

Whereas the diverse roster of the Bantams, 
which includes players from the United 
States, India, Jamaica, Pakistan, Sweden, 
Columbia, and Malaysia, highlights the di-
versity of Trinity College and the commit-
ment of Trinity College to fostering cultural 
understanding; 

Whereas Coach Paul Assainte has earned 
acclaim from his players for his role as 
coach and mentor and for underscoring the 
values of humility and respect for one’s op-
ponents and teammates; and 

Whereas each player, coach, and staff 
member of the Trinity College Bantams 
demonstrates a strong commitment to the 
pursuit and achievement of excellence: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) congratulates the Trinity College Ban-

tams for their historic 11th-straight College 
Squash Association Men’s Team Champion-
ship; and 

(2) recognizes the achievements of the 
players, coaches, students, and support staff 
who were instrumental in the Bantams’ vic-
tory. 

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 21—SUPPORTING THE 
GOALS AND IDEALS OF NA-
TIONAL EARLY EDUCATOR WOR-
THY WAGE DAY 

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. 
LAUTENBERG, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. FEINGOLD, and 
Mr. DODD) submitted the following con-
current resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions: 

S. CON. RES. 21 

Whereas approximately 60 percent of the 
children in the United States under the age 

of 6 are in nonparental care during part or 
all of the day while their parents work; 

Whereas the early childhood industry em-
ploys more than 2,300,000 workers; 

Whereas the average salary of an early 
care and education worker is $18,917 per year; 

Whereas only 1⁄3 of early care and edu-
cation workers have health insurance and 
even fewer have pension plans; 

Whereas the quality of early care and edu-
cation programs is directly linked to the 
quality of early childhood educators; 

Whereas the turnover rate of early child-
hood program staff is roughly 30 percent 
each year, and low wages and lack of bene-
fits, among other factors, make it difficult 
to retain high quality educators who have 
the consistent, caring relationships with 
young children that are important to chil-
dren’s development; 

Whereas the compensation of early child-
hood program staff should reflect the impor-
tance of the job of helping the young chil-
dren of the United States develop their so-
cial, emotional, physical, and cognitive 
skills and be ready for school; 

Whereas providing adequate compensation 
to early childhood program staff should be a 
priority, and resources should be allocated to 
improve the compensation of early childhood 
educators to ensure that quality care and 
education are accessible for all families; 

Whereas additional training and education 
for the early childhood workforce is critical 
to ensuring high-quality early learning envi-
ronments; 

Whereas early childhood educators should 
receive compensation commensurate with 
their training and experience; and 

Whereas the Center for the Child Care 
Workforce, a project of the American Fed-
eration of Teachers Educational Foundation, 
the National Association for the Education 
of Young Children, and other early childhood 
organizations, recognize May 1 as ‘‘National 
Early Educator Worthy Wage Day’’: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress— 

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Early Educator Worthy Wage Day; 
and 

(2) urges public officials and the general 
public— 

(A) to honor early childhood care and edu-
cation staff and programs in their commu-
nities; and 

(B) to work together to resolve the early 
childhood education staff compensation cri-
sis. 

f 

NOTICES OF HEARINGS 
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 

RESOURCES 
Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I 

would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public 
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Senate Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. The hearing 
will be held on Tuesday, May 5, 2009, at 
9:45 a.m., in room SD–366 of the Dirk-
sen Senate Office Building. 

The purpose of the hearing is to con-
sider the nomination of Daniel B. 
Poneman, to be Deputy Secretary of 
Energy, the nomination of David B. 
Sandalow, to be an Assistant Secretary 
of Energy (International Affairs and 
Domestic Policy), the nomination of 
Rhea S. Suh, to be an Assistant Sec-
retary of the Interior, and the nomina-
tion of Michael L. Connor, to be Com-
missioner of Reclamation. 

Because of the limited time available 
for the hearing, witnesses may testify 
by invitation only. However, those 
wishing to submit written testimony 
for the hearing record may do so by 
sending it to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources, U.S. Senate, 
Washington, DC 20510–6150, or by e-mail 
to Amandalkelly@energy.senate.gov. 

For further information, please con-
tact Sam Fowler at (202) 224–7571 or 
Amanda Kelly at (202) 224–6836. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I would 

like to announce that the Committee 
on Indian Affairs will meet on Thurs-
day, April 30, 2009, at 9:30 a.m., in room 
628 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing to conduct a business meeting to 
consider the following: 

1. Nomination of Dr. Yvette D. 
Roubideaux to be Director of Indian 
Health Service, U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services; 

2. S. 151, the Indian Arts and Crafts 
Amendments Act of 2009; and 

3. S. 443, the Hoh Indian Tribe Safe 
Homelands Act. 

Those wishing additional information 
may contact the Indian Affairs Com-
mittee at 202–224–2251. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Wednesday, April 29, 2009, at 10 a.m., 
in room 215 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, April 29, 2009, at 
9:30 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, April 29, 2009, at 10 a.m., in 
room 430 of the Dirksen Senate Office 
Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions be authorized to meet, 
during the session of the Senate, to 
conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘The Swine 
Flu Epidemic: The Public Health and 
Medical Response’’ on Wednesday, 
April 29, 2009. The hearing will com-
mence at 3 p.m. in room 430 of the 
Dirksen Senate Office Building. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 
Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Wednesday, April 29, 2009, at 10 a.m. 
to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Swine 
Flu: Coordinating the Federal Re-
sponse.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate, to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Nominations’’ on Wednesday, April 29, 
2009, at 2 p.m., in room SD–226 of the 
Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 
Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, April 29, 2009. 
The Committee will meet in room 562 
of the Dirksen Senate Office Building 
beginning at 9:30 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON CRIME AND DRUGS 
Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary, Sub-
committee on Crime and Drugs, be au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate, to conduct a hearing enti-
tled ‘‘Restoring Fairness to Federal 
Sentencing: Addressing the Crack-Pow-
der Disparity’’ on Wednesday, April 29, 
2009, at 10 a.m., in room SD–226 of the 
Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT OF GOVERNMENT 

MANAGEMENT, THE FEDERAL WORKFORCE, 
AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs’ Subcommittee on 
Oversight of Government Management, 
the Federal Workforce, and the Dis-
trict of Columbia be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Wednesday, April 29, 2009, at 2:30 
p.m. to conduct a hearing entitled, 
‘‘The Federal Government’s Role in 
Empowering Americans to Make In-
formed Financial Decisions.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON PERSONNEL 
Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Personnel of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, April 29, 2009, at 
2:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING 
Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Special 
Committee on Aging be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Wednesday, March 29, 2009 from 2 
p.m.–4 p.m. in Dirksen 106 for the pur-
pose of conducting a hearing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
AGREEMENT—S. 896 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that on Thursday, April 
30, following a period of morning busi-
ness, the Senate proceed to the consid-
eration of Calendar No. 52, S. 896, Help-
ing Families Saves Their Homes; that 
immediately after the bill is reported, 
Senator DURBIN be recognized to offer 
an amendment relating to ‘‘cram- 
down’’—that is, bankruptcy; that there 
be 4 hours for debate with respect to 
the amendment and the time be equal-
ly divided and controlled between the 
leaders or their designees; that upon 
the use or yielding back of time, the 
Senate proceed to vote in relation to 
that amendment; that adoption of the 
amendment will require an affirmative 
60-vote threshold; that if the threshold 
is achieved, the amendment be agreed 
to and the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table; that if the amendment 
does not achieve that threshold, that it 
will be withdrawn; provided further 
that no amendment be in order to the 
amendment and that no further amend-
ments on the subject of ‘‘cram-down’’ 
be in order during the pendency of S. 
896; further, that upon disposition of 
the Durbin amendment, Senator DODD 
be recognized to offer a Dodd-Shelby 
substitute amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
BEGICH). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, before we 
move on, there are times in the legisla-
tive process that you see someone who 
has invested a great deal of their per-
sonal time and passion on an issue. I 
came to Congress at the same time 
that Senator DURBIN of Illinois came. 
He is a man, we all know, who is very 
articulate. He is a person who can ex-
press himself very well. He is a person 
who believes in the legislative process. 
He understands that legislation is the 
art of compromise. But that can be car-
ried a little too far. 

Senator DURBIN has done everything 
within his power to get an issue that he 
believes in very strongly. I agree with 
him. It is unbelievable to me that peo-
ple can have their primary residence in 
Las Vegas and have a beach house in 
Laguna, CA, and a ski chalet in Brian 
Head, UT, or some other ski area in 
Utah, and they come upon hard times. 
The resorts they have at the beach and 
up in the mountains, they can go to 
bankruptcy court and get that read-
justed. Their primary residence, they 

cannot. But a person who has a home 
in Las Vegas or some other place in Ne-
vada who comes upon hard times, they 
cannot do a thing with their home. 
They cannot go to bankruptcy court. 
They are stuck with this horrible proc-
ess, we found. 

I do not know how to summarize this 
other than to say that I hope the banks 
are proud of themselves. I hope they 
are proud of themselves, of what they 
have done—I add in that the financial 
institutions generally—what they have 
done to our country. And now they are 
standing in the way of our trying to 
help a little bit, trying to help people 
who have a home and they cannot get 
any relief. So the banks are going to 
wind up with a lot of peoples’ homes 
because they are going to foreclosure 
upon them and the people have no al-
ternative. 

On the morning news today, Phoenix, 
AZ, the price of the homes in the last 
year—at least the way I heard it on 
public radio today—the price of homes 
has dropped 50 percent. A home that 
was worth $500,000 last year is worth 
$250,000 now. 

Everyone knows that the assistant 
leader of the Senate is Senator DURBIN. 
We work very closely together. And I 
help him whenever I can, as he helps 
me whenever he can. But I feel badly 
for the country. I am happy we got this 
agreement. Maybe we will be able to 
get very fortunate and pick up some 
votes. But I am very disappointed in 
the rope-a-dope that has been used on 
Senator DURBIN. He has tried every-
thing—everything—to try to get this 
done. Quite frankly, the amendment he 
is going to offer, I wish we would have 
one a little stronger than that. 

But I hope that there will be a 
night’s rest and people will come in 
and say: I guess DURBIN is right. Let’s 
do this. But I want the record spread 
with the fact that the people of the 
State of Illinois are very fortunate to 
have someone of his caliber, his integ-
rity, working to help them and in the 
process help our country. 

I ask unanimous consent that on 
Thursday, April 30, upon disposition— 
Mr. President, I suggest the absence of 
a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that on Thursday, April 30, upon dis-
position of the Durbin amendment and 
after Senator DODD has called up his 
amendment, that has been previously 
worked out, the Senate proceed to ex-
ecutive session to consider Calendar 
No. 56, the nomination of Thomas 
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